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Mama® Bayouw
An EducatorOs Guide

A Picture Book by Dianne de Las Casas
lllustrated by Holly Stone-Barker
Pelican Publishing Company 2010

About the book

Crickets chirp, snakes hiss, and skeeters buzz as all thelammée bayou get ready for
bedtime. Mama rocks her baby to this soft symphony of sounds, a genttd hwleet and
rhythmic animal noises. Illustrated in beautifully detailed and tegteut paper and collage, this
simple stroll through the swampy wilderness introduces children toatywu’'s animal sounds as
they fall into peaceful slumber in the warm and loving embradéanfa.

Watch the book trailer on DianneOs website!
http://www.storyconnection.net/?content=bookActivities

About the Author

Dianne de Las Casas is a celebrated author, award-winning ktoyed
recording artist. Her CD3ump, Jiggle & JanandWorld Fiestahave been
named School Library JournalAudio of the Week recordings. She
performs at schools, libraries, festivals, and special evadtssa frequent
speaker at national and state library and education conferencemaxsa
she spent many nights rocking her youngest daughter to the lullaby of
chirping crickets. The author of Pelicaif®s Cajun Cornbread Boynd
Madame Poulet and Monsieur Roaclde Las Casas lives with her family
in the New Orleans area. Visitvww.storyconnection.netfor book
activities.

About the lllustrator

Holly Stone-Barker is a cut-paper and collage artist, and a geadtitthe
Pratt Institute in New York City. A skilled illustrator, shas created logos,
coloring books, and magazine covers. She is an art instructor agsweell
teaching artist in schools. As a mama, she loves sharing a snanggie a
good book with her two children. Stone-Barker lives in Zachary, Louisiana
with her family. Visitwww.paperedmoonstudio.com
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Interview with the Author, Dianne de Las Casas

How did you come up with the idea foMamaOs Baydu

A few years ago, when my second daughter, Eliana, was littjesh@lclimbed into bed with me.
Crickets were chirping outside my window and | began rocking her totivals of the crickets
b chirp, chirp. The words and melody just flowed from there and tedreasong that | sang to
Eliana. | thought it would make a great story and | was lucky enoughve Hally, a
magnificent talent, illustrate the book. The words and the picyweso well together that |
cannot imagine one without the other.

What advice do you have for young authors?

Step 1. Read!Explore the world around you through the power of words. Read as much as you
can D both fiction and non-fiction. The more you know about the world, theymoreave to
write about.Step 2: Listen! Listen to the world around you? What do you hear? You could be
inspired with a story. Two of my bookMé&dame Poulet & MonsieuandMamaOs Bayowere
inspired by soundsptep 3: Write! Keep a journal and jot down all you thoughts and ideas. Step
4: Tell out loud! | read every story | write out loud. 1tOs important to hearhytam of the
language. Every story has a OheartbeatO that brings it to difttndre story out loud allows you

to hear that.Step 5: Rewrite! Few stories are born Operfect.O The best stories are shibaine
have been finely tuned with good editing. Ask someone you trust to read youramstboffer
suggestions. A good editor is so important!

Interview with the lllustrator, Holly Stone-Barker

What inspires you as an artist?

| am inspired by textures, paper and color. My eyes always gratatdatemns that have strong
textures. | love looking at woven baskets, tapestries, bugs, treedvass, architecture, and
items with intricate detail. When | see these things | oftender how | could recreate that
texture with paint, paper, and a Xacto knife.

What advice do you have for young artists?

My advice for young artist is to always explore. Spend timestigating things around you by
shapping pictures with your mind. This will expand your viduawledge so when you sit
down to create art you will have a basket of information &vdrom. Keeping in mind there are
different materials used to create art. So make sameeyplore all of them!
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Language Arts

Word Whizzling (DianneOs made-up word for finding words in another word or phrase)
How many words can you whizzle from MamaOs Bayou? The words have ¢o e letters.
We found 20 words but there are more!

Animalia Onomatopoeia

In MamaOs Baypthere are many examples@afomatopoeigon-oh-mah-toh-PAY-yahjwords
that sound like the sounds they describe. Here are some of the onon@atopais in the book:
chirp, slurp, zzzzz, sssss, clap, snap, splish, splash, and hush.

Activity: Write paragraph about a characteMamaOs BayoMVhat sounds would you associate
with a crawfish, gator or bear? Use onomatopoeia. You can evenupajair own! Read the
paragraphs out loud in class.

Meet Me on the Word Playground

In MamaOs Bayguhere is a word that appears at the end of the book: lullabayasi.alt i
combination of lullaby and bayou. Can you play with words and come up with your owal spe
word?

Turbo Tongue Twisters

A tongue twistelis a phrase that is designed to be difficult to say properly. Smmgee twisters

are natural (cinnamon or spaghetti are often tongue twisters for ybildgen) while others are
deliberate and used for fun. Example: OSilly Slithering SnakeOanti©OFat FrogO (Try saying
it three times fast without any mistakes!) Can you make up yourunva tongue twister?

Math

Two by Two, a Symphonic Pair

In MamaOs Bayothere are pairs (two of each) of critters signing throughout the IGmkht
how many pairs appear on each page. Then add them together. How mgamy [sairs are in
the book altogether? The answer is on the last page of this guide.
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Counting Critters
How many critters do you think are in the book? Cangaunf Can yolestimaté

Science
Crazy Critter Facts

¥ The American alligator species is more than 150 million years old! ThatOs a lot of
birthdays! It can weigh up to one ton (1,000 Ibs.) and grow up to 15 feetNtamga
Gator is fiercely protective of her eggs and her young so stay away faiiy Bator!

¥ The American green tree froghas large toe pads that allow it to stick to trees while it
hunts for food. It will slurp up nearly any insebtama Green Tree Froglays between
400-600 eggs. They hatch as tadpoles within 4-6 days and mature into froigstwa
months.

¥ The Broad-banded water snakeis a reptile. The snake is cold-blooded and has skin
covered with scalesMama Broad-Banded Water Snakehatches eggs inside her body
and gives birth to live young.

¥ The Channel catfish male builds nests for the eggs and defend the nests at all costs.
Mama Channel Catfishlays between 4,000 to 20,000 eggs, depending on her age. Each
egg is about half the size of a pea and is golden in color.

¥ TheCrawfish is a crustaceamlama Crawfish lays about 200 eggs, which she carries in
a mass under her tail. The baby crawfish take about 4-6 weekscto batfortunately,
brothers and sisters like to eat each other so only the firstdioongest survive.

¥ The maleCricket sings at night by rubbing its two front wings togetihdama Cricket
lays up to 2,000 eggs in the fall. The eggs hatch in the spring. MaoiketCras a long
needlelike egg-laying organ called an ovipositor.

¥ TheBlack Bear can be blue-gray or blue-black, brown, cinnamon, or even (in rare cases)
white. They can live for as long as 20 years and grow up to 60D #éma Black Bear
is fiercely protective of her cubs, who stay with their mafoasbout two years.

¥ TheMosquito goes through four stages in their life cycle: egg, larva, pupa, andoadult
imago. Mama Mosquito lays her eggs in stagnant water, which can be a salt-marsh, a
lake, a puddle, or even a plastic bucket. When the eggs hatch, tloeyebkervae, then
pupae. When the adult mosquito emerges from the pupa, it floats ontér®svaurface.

Activity: Create a diorama of your favorite critter fraiamaOs BayoWse clay and make the
animals or print out pictures. Use a shoebox to display the ciiitdre bayou and include a fact
sheet about them. What other facts can you unearth about these awasuoais?

Habitat = Home N

Every animal has a home or a habitat. Besides the animdianmaOs Baypwhat other animals
can be found in the bayou? Where in the bayou do they live: in the trees, landher in the
water?
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Activity: Collage - Create a collage of the bayou and place your chosen animal or msect i
habitat. Why is that habitat good for that animal? How does that habides that animal to
survive? What sound does your animal make?

Social Studies B Crescent City Culture

Fun at the Fais Do-Do

In MamaOs Bayou, the black bears dance at the Big Bash to tlteoftis fiddle. In Cajun
Louisiana, fais do-dois a name for a dance party. The parties were named fogethite
command OFais do-doO or Ogo to sleepO young mamas cooed to their crying babie
Activity: Host a classroom fais do-do. Play Cajun music from Cajun musisiaitsas Bruce
Daigrepont or Beau Soleil. Have the students dance the two-stéye tmusic. Discuss the
musical instruments commonly used in Cajun and Zydeco music (accosdisinboard, fiddle,
etc.)

Symphony of Sounds

In MamaOs Bayothe pages where there are no words except for the animals aniste they
make are called OSymphonyO pages. What is a symphony? Why would the sienalsimials
create a Osymphony?0

Activity: Sounds LikeE P Relate the sounds of the animals to instruments found in the
symphony. What would a frog sound like? What would a cricket sound like? ighatment
could be a crawfish or a gator?

Drama/Theater

Act out the story ofMamaOs Bayousing Dianne de Las CasasO story theater script on her
website. Create a puppet play using Dianne de Las CasasO puppestngd on her website.
http://www.storyconnection.nélick on OBook Activities.O

Art

Cut out your own version of your favoridamaOs Bayaanimal. How would it look? You can
even create MamaOs Bayou finger puppets by gluing the different atairaadgove. Printable
puppets and coloring sheets are available on DianneOs wélsiteww.storyconnection.nén
the OBook ActivitiesO section.

Big Bash Bayou Bulletin Board

Printable animals are available on DianneOs weétisitéwww.storyconnection.néh the OBook
ActivitiesO section. CreateMamaOs BayoOBig Bash Readers!O bulletin board. As students
meet their reading goals, students get their name on a stardo puthe bayou night sky.

Symphonic Pairs Counting Answer
There are 18 pairs of animals inside the book, not including the codé¢h@ end pages.



